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15 December 2014.

To
Residents of Kfar Shmaryahu

Re: Cooperation on plant sanitation

Greetings

Recently a fruit fly of quarantine importance that attacks fruits of all species, and
causes rot thereof, has been detected in your area. This fly is an important
agricultural pest and is likely to attack a large diversity of fruit trees. The fly is not a
danger to humans and has no health significance.

We seek your help and cooperation in eradicating this pest.

To this aim we kindly ask you to collect all the fruit from your gardens, from the
ground and from the trees, put them in closed plastic bags and place them next to your
garbage bins (not in them). All fruit should be collected, including non-ripe fruit,
exceptions being made to nuts (pecan, almond etc.), dates and olives.

The collecting and removal of the fruit will prevent early stages of the fruit fly (fly
larvae) from developing within the fruit and thus will aid in preventing further spread
of the pest. Fruit ready to eat can be kept in a fridge until its consumption but should
not be removed outside the residence.

The collection of fruit will be accompanied by management against the adult flies
such as the placement of, pesticide free, trap bottles. Additional steps, such as the use
of sprays allowed for use in organic crop production, will be performed and will be
under the responsibility of the Plant Protection and Inspection Services of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development.

Thank you for your cooperation

Mr. Nadav Ezra and Mr. Ami Haberman
Quarantine Pest Surveillance and Treatment Unit, Ministry of Agriculture

cc.  Mr. Moshe Weiss, Director Plant Protection and Inspection Services
For further enquiries:

Dr. Liat Gidron

Mobile: 0506-241764

Office: 03-9681541
Email: liatg@moag.gov.il
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