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The Walworth Barbour

American International School will be moving out of
Kfar Shmaryahu to its new campus in Even Yehuda.

The AIS as it is popularly called, is one

of 189 Overseas Schools established
with the help of American embassies
and the State Department, all over the
world. From its small beginnings, with

22 students, at the end of the fifties of
last century, the AIS has grown intoa _=
school with 480 students and a staff of #
62 teachers, aides and administrators.

And, from two small rooms, where the ‘s,
kindergarten in Keren Hayesod Street

is to-day, the school grew into the
sprawling building, Hall, sports fields

and parking lots which now make up he

25 dunam of the campus.

But, with the passing of time, the growing need for more space,
and the deteriorating condition of the old building, it became
clear that the school had to expand, and, as there was no
possibility to do so in Kfar Shmaryahu, the members of the
School Board had to look elsewhere and by this coming summer
the AIS will leave its old home of 50 years.Whereas in the
beginning, there was a constant changeover of teachers and
supervisors, the continuity of the staff and leadership of the
school stabilized, as it grew. To-day, 65% of the teachers are
local and 35% come from overseas.

While the majority of the students, 85%,

are children of members of the US

embassy, other diplomatic missions and

children of members of the international

community, 15% of the students are

Israeli, mostly children of returning

diplomats, immigrants, and students

with special needs who find the small

classrooms and individual attention

. offered by the AIS, more beneficial than

the overcrowded conditions in Israeli

schools. The AIS and the Kfar

Shamaryahu community have had good

neighbourly relations during these fifty

b4 years, says Ms. Marsha Aaronson the

present Supervisor of the school, who

has been here for six years. Both the school and the community

benefited from these relations. The AIS and the local school

cooperated in some projects, summer programs, English lesson,

library facilities were offered to the children of Kfar Shmaryahu

over the years and the AIS used the Weil Auditorium and other
KS facilities for some of its activities.

Though some of the immediate neighbours of the AIS often
complained about the traffic problems, the school buses, the
noise,many of the old residents of KS will be sad to see this old
familiar landmark disappear.

Miriam benhaim

1932
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But Ambassador Essomba is also the "Dean" of the diplomats
living in Kfar Shmaryahu, as he has been living in the village
longer than any of the six other heads of mission residing here.
The Ambassador and his attractive and elegant wife Esther first
came to Israel in 1989, when Henri Etoundi established the
mission of Cameroon in Israel. Their four children grew up here
and attended the French school, making many friends, both
among the Israelis and the international community.

Living here during some of the more turbulent times,-- e.g. the
Gulf War --, the three boys and one girl grew attached to the
country and were able to identify with it and its people.
Now living and studying abroad, they find themselves defending
Israel in their discussions with their friends and peers. Nor are
they deterred from coming to visit when the security situation
is uncertain. In 2002 Henri Etoundi Essomba, until then charge
d'affaires of the Embassy, was appointed ambassador.
The family moved from Savyon to Kfar Shmaryahu where they
live in a spacious house with a beautiful garden in which the
National Day of Cameroon, which achieved its independence

The Ambassador of Cameroon, His Excellency
Mr. Henri Etoundi Essomba is the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps in Israel, having served here as
ambassador longer than any of his colleagues.

from France in 1960, is celebrated every year.

Both the ambassador and his wife enjoy living in Kfar Shmaryahu
and have made friends with some of their neighbours. As the
ambassador puts it, "We feel privileged to share this beautiful
place with its residents."

Miriam benhaim
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